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CALL TO ACTION

"In the short term, sea level rise Is projected to be 6 to 10 inches by
2030 and 14 to 26 inches by 2060 (above the 1992 mean sea level).
Sea level has risen 3 inches from 1992 to 2015. In the long term, sea

level rise is projected to be 31 to 61 inches by 2100." These are the
projections of the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact's Unified
Sea Level Rise Projection for Southeast Florida.

"Human Influence on the climate system Is clear, and recent anthropogenic

emissions of greenhouse gasses are the highest in history. Recent climate

changes have had widespread Impacts on human and natural systems." That is
the headline statement from the Synthesis Report (SYR) of the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) fifth assessment report (AR5). Climate, generally
defined as the weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long

period, is not static and is not anticipated to be. However, it is the rapidity in the

change in climate that is now creating global shocks and stresses. It is the rapidity

in the change in climate that has now created a global climate crisis.

There is consensus in the global scientific data that greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions are the causal factor in the current rapidly occurring changes to

the climate. The principal GHGs are Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4),
Nitrous oxide (N2O), and fluorinated gasses such as Hydrofluorocarbons,

perfluorocarbons, sulfur hexafluoride, and nitrogen trifluoride. These

gasses received the name 'greenhouse gasses' because they trap heat in the
atmosphere. Global impacts will only increase in frequency and / or intensity
over time if effective actions are not identified to reduce GHG levels in the

atmosphere.
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